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The Navy and VD 


We have received many inside 
reports on moral conditions—and 
official attitudes toward these con- 
ditions—in the armed services. 
Our reports have come from medi- 
cal officers, nurses, chaplains and 
GI’s themselves. We have usually 
refrained from publishing such re- 
ports for various reasons, chiefly 
to protect our informers from any 
possible consequences that might 
befall them—should their reports 
come to light—from officials under 
whom they served. But our atten- 
tion has been called from several 
sources to a report that did appear 
in one Midwest paper in the form 
of a letter from a Navy chaplain 
to the editor. 


Courageous Report 

Since that account so closely 
parallels many others we have re- 
ceived, and since a Navy chaplain 
has already dared to make known 
his information in public print in 
one locality, we feel that we may 
pass on this remarkably courage- 
ous and revealing report from oc- 
cupation forces in Japan to our 
readers. The chaplain wrote: 


To the Editor: 

Since a large percentage of the 
Navy are reserves, many of them 
under twenty, and we chaplains 
are entrusted with the moral and 
spiritual welfare of these men, we 
believe the American public should 
be informed when conditions and 
policies exist that jeopardize the 
morality and faith of our service 
men. 

As a policy of venereal disease 
control, the Navy is permitting 
unrestricted access, by all men on 
liberty in the Yokosuka area, to 
houses of prostitution where the 
venereal incidence among the pros- 
titutes is considered 100 per cent. 
The control is the prophylaxis 
administered by naval corpsmen on 
duty in the house of prostitution. 

Since September 11, liberty par- 
ties have been permitted ashore 
in this area. Our ship was the first 
to be granted liberty, and, as we 
are tied up in the navy yard, I 
have been able to observe the 
situation from the beginning. On 
September 2, the medical officer 
in charge of venereal control told 
me that it would be his policy to 
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(om. SPELLMAN of New York, gained much prestige by 
this remarkable statement made some years ago when he was first 
elevated to the archbishopric: 

“I shall pray as if everything depended upon God, I shall work 
as if everything depended on me. My completely absorbing interests 
will be the salvation of souls—including all—and the welfare of my 
fellow man—excluding none.” 

If Catholics and Protestants would unite on this pledge and would 
keep it sincerely, we should release into the world a force that no 
combination of evil powers could withstand. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


(j= PROBLEMS AND OUR FUTURE. Three great struggles 

are going on which affect the life of every American. For the 
most part, however, these controversies lie beyond the range of the 
average citizen’s observation and information. 

The conflict between the American military leaders and American 
scientists about atomic energy questions, which we first outlined 
months ago (Between the Lines, December 10, 1945), is at last break- 
ing into the open and is one of the most important, far-reaching 
struggles in our national history. 

The military career men associated with the atomic problem are 
for the most part men whose education has been centered around 
military institutions and subjects. Their thinking is not world-wide, 
creative or distinguished by much vision. The whole history of mili- 
tary thought shows that it is bound to the past, blind to the future. 
Their very weapons, when first introduced, had to be rammed down 
their throats. The machine gun, the tank, the submarine, the air 
bomber were all forced upon them, for they have been so blind toward 
the future that they failed to see the evolution of their own techniques 
even when demonstrated before their very eyes! 

In spite of all official denials and smoke screens designed to ward 
off public gaze, the fact remains that most leading American scientists 
associated with the development of atomic energy are in open rebel- 
lion against the military leadership under which they have been 
compelled to work. Since most future scientific research directly or 
indirectly will be associated with the further development of atomic 
energy, military control of atomic research will be tantamount to mili- 
tary control over the most important phases of scientific development. 

Scientific men are keenly aware of the limitations of the military 
mind. They worked under it during the atom bomb research, and 
many of them are disgusted, bitter and resentful because of their 
experiences. In various scientific organizations scientists have time and 
again expressed their deep concern over the fact that the American 
military groups seeking to control the atomic energy discoveries are 
extremely nationalistic and unimaginative, and that they visualize the 
use of the atom only as a destructive weapon, thinking and acting 
along a pattern that excludes any hope of peace or international un- 
derstanding. They also charge the military clique with stupidity in 
failing to grasp the fact that many of the world’s greatest atomic 
scientists are in Russia and elsewhere, and that, if such nationalistic 
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Strikes, Unemployment 


In all the headlines about strikes, 
you will notice that nothing is said 
about the fact that there are 
2,500,000 unemployed at the pres- 
ent time—many more than are on 
strike. The policy prevailing is to 
“play up the strikes, play down 
unemployment.” 

By summer, say the forecasters, 
there will be between six and seven 
million out of work. New jobs will 
open rapidly, but there are seri- 
ous problems involved in the fact 
that a huge labor surplus may 
soon become again a _ constant 
threat to our national economy. 


Corporation Refunds 


An important controversy is oc- 
curing behind the scenes in gov- 
ernment, labor and business circles 
over the extent of the use by large 
corporations of tax rebate funds 
to fight unions. Labor leaders and 
some reputable economists in the 
government state that the “carry- 
over” provisions of the tax law 
enable corporations whose 1946 
earnings fall below their earnings 
for the period 1936-1939 to obtain 
refunds of excess war profits paid 
during 1944 and 1945, 

Striking workers are not eligible 
for unemployment insurance bene- 
fits. But corporations can stop 
production and still avert great 
financial loss by drawing on the 
public treasury. The greater the 
war profits, the more a corpora- 
tion can get back from the govern- 
ment. 

How many corporations are do- 
ing this is another question, That 
some have is unquestioned. Some 
progressive Congressmen have be- 
gun a movement to amend the 
present tax law to prevent tax 
rebates from being used for pur- 
poses other than legitimate recon- 
version needs for which the rebate 
law was designed. 


Union Finances 


We hear much of the big sal- 
aries paid to labor leaders and are 
told that these leaders plunder the 
worker. It will balance our think- 
ing somewhat to read the CIO 
financial report submitted to the 
government before an official Con- 
gressional request had been made 
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Union Finances 


(continued) 


for information from the unions as 
to their financial position. The 
union officials, of course, realize 
that these reports must be accur- 
ate or they will be forced to open 
their records to further govern- 
ment inquiry. 

The report shows how thirty-six 
affiiliated unions account for their 
funds and run their affairs, and 
claims that in twenty-five of these 
unions, the top salary is $6,000 a 
year. The largest salary paid a 
union official is the $20,000 a year 
which Philip Murray receives as 
president of the United Steelwork- 
ers. (He is not paid for his work 
as president of the CIO.) Sidney 
Hillman, president of the Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers receives 
$15,000 a year and the heads of 
the Textile Workers Union and 
the United Retail, Wholesale and 
Department Store Employees un- 
ion are paid $10,000 each, All other 
CIO salaries are less than $10,000. 

The union report compared these 
salaries with those paid to officials 
of the industries with which the 
CIO has contracts. It listed the 
large number of General Motors 
officials who draw from $100,000 
to $460,000 a year, and the Beth- 
lehem Steel executive who drew 
$221,645 in 1944. 

The CIO also listed its initiation 
fees which range from $2 to $10, 
averaging less than $5. One union, 
the Marine Engineers Beneficial 
Association, requires a $50 initia- 
tion fee. 


The Nazis and Steel 


Washington officialdom and big 
business circles have been consider- 
ably shaken up by reports reaching 
this country from Army investi- 
gators. These investigators have 
been digging into captured Nazi 
records which reveal the coopera- 
tion that big name American indus- 
trialists gave the Nazis in build- 
ing up the German war machine. 

And when we say big names, we 
mean just that. 

For instance, as Drew Pearson 
has pointed out, Ben Fairless and 
Eugene Grace, who have been ne- 
gotiating with the President on 
steel prices and wages, were men- 
tioned in the Nazi records. These 
American steel figures got on Nazi 
files in connection with the Ger- 
man manipulated steel cartel, 

The Justice Department is be- 
coming interested in the Nazi rec- 
ords and, from several sources as 
well as from Drew Pearson’s re- 
ports, the following facts have been 
brought to light: 

American firms joined the inter- 
national steel cartel after Hitler 
had announced his intention to rule 
Europe, had already invaded the 
Rhineland and was openly sup- 
porting Franco in Spain. The car- 
tel agreements were renewed after 
the Munich agreement and as late 
as April, 1939, just before the 
Nazis marched into Poland. 

According to the information 
uncovered by Army investigators, 
representatives of the big Ameri- 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continsed) 


policy is pursued, an arms race, climaxed by world-wide atomic war, 
will be inevitable. 

The press and radio have played down or even sometimes sup- 
pressed these desperate warnings of the scientific men. The War 
Department and its political figureheads in Congress have tried to 
counter by digging up any scientist they could who would disagree 
with great men like Compton, Oppenheimer, Langmuir. But such 
efforts in reality have been quite futile, although the press gave full 
cooperation to whatever rebuttal could be churned up. 

President Truman, fearful of political repercussions and their 
effect on votes should the public ever catch on to the full significance 
of the struggle, gave his endorsement to the McMahon bill which 
provides a civilian control of atomic research, But the War Depart- 
ment and its ruling military clique are pushing the May-Johnson bill 
which provides full military control of atomic research. Keep your 
eyes and your prayers on this issue for great tragedy or great hope 
lies near it. 


Co RUSSIA. Another great struggle that is boiling to the 

top is the “what to do about Russia” problem. Large financial 
interests in London and Wall Street, which are intimately associated 
with the Dutch and French in world-wide empire monopolies of tin, 
oil, rubber, shipping, and whose interests are being threatened by 
Russian pressure in a dozen places in the world, have been closing up 
ranks with the Roman Catholic church on a general “Stop Russia 
Now” program. And it is easy to find hotheads in Congress, in the 
press, on the radio, in universities and in pulpits who can be utilized. 
It is easy to pound the desk, write a sizzling editorial or even to preach 
a sermon on “Those damned Russians”—especially since the press, the 
radio, the financial journals of our country and the Catholic press 
have all reached a new, high crescendo of hysteria against Russia. 

Lut every intelligent layman who wants to see beyond this hys- 
teria and wants to do some thinking of his own must face the follow- 
ing facts: For 150 years the policy of the British, the Dutch and 
French empires was to keep Russia locked up in the frozen harbors 
of the north. No law was passed saying that Russian ships had to stay 
out of the Mediterranean, out of the Indian Ocean or the Atlantic or 
Pacific, but if all Russian ships had to be back in St. Petersburg 
(Leningrad today), or Vladivostok by October—else because of ice 
they couldn’t get back until.the following May—what kind of world 
trade could Russia carry on? While Russia had no warm water ports, 
no law was needed. 


Today Russia is powerful and victorious, Russians have an- 
nounced to the world that they are coming out into the world’s waters. 
They are coming out through the Dardanelles, through Persia (Iran) 
by truck and highways to the Indian Ocean, through Manchuria to 
the Pacific. They are coming out peacefully if the world will let them 
—shooting if they have to. 


Russia will not overrun Turkey, Iran or Manchuria and violate the 
independence of these countries unless she must get access to the 
Mediterranean, Indian and African or Pacific waters through conquest. 
If British-American and other interests secretly support and bolster 
all possible opposition to Russian expansion, as we have done for many 
vears, Russia will do whatever she must do to accomplish her objec- 
tives. Russians know that the British, the Dutch or French can’t fight 
Russia alone, and they know that, in spite of all the screaming in the 
American press, in Wall Street and in Congress, the American people 


- also won’t support another war over issues geographically 10,000 


miles away. 


Ask your GI son just back from war about that. 

So the Russians are coming out. If they must be patient about 
it they will be patient. Russians are good at that. But they will push 
here, jab there, until they have access to the world which has long 
been shut away from them. 

In presenting these facts, which are all being either twisted and 
warped or suppressed altogether to keep the American people from 
being too much aware of the real issues, we offer no defense for the 
Russian communism of the past with its record of cruelty and its 
epileptic spasm of Godlessness. Nor do we excuse the tyranny, bru- 
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The Nazis and Steel 


(continued) 


can Steel corporations (S, M. Bash 
for Bethlehem Steel, A. G. Mundle 
for United States Steel) arranged 
for their companies to join the 
cartel. Price schedules were set, 
quotas for production determined 
and agreements to allocate world 
markets were reached. No written 
agreements concerning United 
States markets were included in 
the minutes of cartel meetings. In 
this way, American steel men 
could prevent government inter- 
ference under the Sherman anti- 
trust laws. European steel leaders 
came to the United States to ne- 
gotiate with the American steel 
industry early in 1938, when the 
menace of Hitlerism was clearly 
apparent. 

Drew Pearson states that the 
recently discovered Nazi files re- 
marked: “Our representatives ob- 
tained a very clear declaration of 
responsibility for the agreements,” 
and he lists the American steel 
men involved as_ follows: Eug- 
ene Grace of Bethlehem Steel, 
Ben Fairless of United States 
Steel, Rufus Wysor of Republic 
Steel, Frank Purnell of Youngs- 
town Sheet and Tube, M. Hackett 
of Jones and Laughlin Steel, 
Charles Hook of Armco Internat- 
ional, William Holloway of Wheel- 
ing Steel, Robert Wolcott of Luk- 
ens Steel and Ernest Weir of the 
National Steel Corporation Weir- 
ton and Great Lakes Steel. Also in- 
cluded in the American group were 
Inland Steel, Newport’ Rolling 
Mills, Pittsburgh Steel, Otis and 
the Allan Wood Company, 


Conscription 


After more than a year of offic- 
ial effort to sell the country on 
universal military training, the tide 
is apparently turning. A retired 
brigadier general, H. C. Holdridge, 
declared recently that the army’s 
plan for peacetime compulsory 
training is “unsound from a mili- 
tary point of view.” He also said 
that conscription would be a step- 
ping stone toward World War III. 

The former general protested 
the attitude that national safety 
could be guaranteed by the expend- 
iture of $3,000,000,000 a year for 
a large conscript land army, and 
he compared the belief that foot 
soldiers will always be the deter- 
mining factor in winning wars 
with the fatal belief of the French 
in the impregnability of their Mag- 
inot line. 

“Let the Army remember,” he 
said, “that millions of Jap foot 
soldiers—some of the best soldiers 
in the world—were by-passed in 
China and never fired a shot, be- 
cause air power had already de- 
feated Japan.” 

Holdridge predicted that any 
war waged in the future would be 
sudden, short and devastating, 
making the battlefields and large, 
cumbersome armies of the past as 
obsolete as the crossbow. The best 
protection against future assault, 
he said, would be a small striking 
force of tremendous power rather 
than a huge conscript land army. 
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The Navy and VD 


(continued) 

supervise the places of prostitu- 
tion by examining the prostitutes, 
by segregating those infected, by 
insisting on cleanliness within the 
houses, and by establishing ade- 
quate numbers of prophylactic sta- 
tions throughout the town, 


Wrong Impression 

When liberty parties went ashore 
men gathered the impression that 
the medical department had elim- 
inated all immediate danger. Mili- 
tary police and naval corpsmen 
informed the men in the lines in 
front of the houses that everything 
was medically inspected. As a re- 
sult many enlisted men and officers, 
including a number from our ship, 
had sexual contact without using 
prophylaxis, 

Prior to sending men ashore 
some ships ran training films on 
venereal disease, and announced 
that a high percentage of venereal 
disease could be expected in Japan. 
On other ships, the commands re- 
fused to do anything to discourage 
promiscuity, and gave no warn- 
ing about expected venereal incid- 
ence. 

On September 14, it was dis- 
closed that out of typical group of 
prostitutes fifty-one out of sixty 
had syphilis, were not being treat- 
ed, that there would be no further 
examinations, and that no policy 
of treatment or segregation would 
be followed, 


Prostitution Halted 


Coincidental with Archbishop 
Spellman’s visit here, by Septem- 
ber 16 all “red light” districts were 
declared “‘out of bounds.” A group 
of us chaplains inspected the re- 
stricted area after a week of sup- 
pression. We found that although 
the method was not totally effect- 
ive, the number of offenders that 
got into the restricted area was 
small, as the geographic location 
of the area made policing compar- 
atively easy. 

It was not so easy to suppress 
the free-lance prostitutes and the 
smaller houses in the unrestricted 
area, but there was little open 
violation. A man intent on sexual 
contact could find it, but he had 
to exert considerable effort and run 
the risk of arrest. Men were treat- 
ed as usual at prophylactic stations 
with no threat of disciplinary ac- 
tion, and, during this period of sup- 
pression, the numbe- of treatments 
ashore and afloat decreased re- 
markably. 

At a meeting of the fleet medical 
officers, on September 26, it was 
proposed that one large “house” 
be opened, that it be operated with 
the understanding that all the 
women were diseased, and that a 
voluntary system of prophylaxis be 
made available by placing a Navy 
operated treatment station within 
the house. Although some medical 
officers and two chaplains in at- 
tendance protested, it was stated 
by the senior medical officer that 
this was to be the policy. 


Chaplains Ignored 


Subsequently, the chaplains of 
the fleet met, and submitted to the 
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THE SEEING EYE 














Charter A.47ite.. 


Men are groping today in almost every phase of human relations be- 
cause they have been blinded by the hatreds and passions of war. Were it 
not for the spiritual instincts God has given man, his helplessness would be 
complete. But with the unerring instincts of a spiritual faith to guide him, 
he can avoid the dangers that crowd around. Yet what would you think 
of the sightless one who refused to follow the tug of faith, who insisted 
on groping his own way in the darkness? Thousands of us are just that 
foolish, and so we unnecessarily hinder and cripple our own lives. To get 
hold of a strong faith, to obey its tug upon the heart, means the difference 
between fearful, stumbling uncertainty and firm progress. 











X-Ray and Foreeast (con:inued) 


tality and Godlessness of the centuries of Tzarism which preceded 
Russian communism and brought it into being. Nor do we defend 
the harsh and often brutal methods of the modern Soviet collectivized 
state. We believe, however, since there is truth and evil on both sides 
of this vast struggle, that the Christian layman should have more than 
the twisted half-picture he is being given by the usual channels of 
news and information. 


OR NEED OR FOR PROFIT? The third great controversy that 

will affect all of our lives is contained in the social issues now 
clearly evident in the government’s efforts to meet the desperate hous- 
ing emergency. If you have watched this conflict in and around 
Congress, you have discovered that it isn’t only “housing” that is the 
source of friction, the problem is, who is to control the great project 
which is absolutely required to meet the emergency? 

As we have previously reported to you from authoritative sources, 
great commercial real estate and building interests have been largely 
responsible for the present emergency. In the past they fought every 
proposal to prepare for the approaching housing need in order to 
protect the high income rental and investment values of myriads of 
slum structures in America. These structures will never again bring 
returns to their owners if a real, modern, government-promoted 
housing program based on far-sighted, progressive ideas is carried out. 

The big business lobbies in Washington are storming the doors 
of Congress, shouting, “Communism, socialism, government control 
of housing! It is all the same!” But can the same crowd, which blindly 
and selfishly blocked and fought all housing measures in the past, be 
trusted to carry out a program involving over two million new dwell- 
ings in two and a half years? Would they now wholeheartedly aban- 
don the rows of shacks and brick firetraps which they held so dearly 
to their hearts in the past? Would they give America room to live in 
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(continued) 

Flag a memorandum that repre- 
sented the unanimous opinion of 
the group, The action of the chap- 
lains was ignored, and on Sunday, 
October 7, the Yosuura house was 
opened to enlisted men, with “gei- 
sha houses” permitted to accept 
the patronage of chiefs and officers. 

Although the number of men on 
liberty next day was considerably 
under normal because of rain, I 
observed, in company with four 
chaplains and the officer of the 
day of the military police, a line 
of enlisted men four abreast almost 
a block long, waiting their turn 
at the Yosuura house. MPs kept 
the lines orderly, and permitted 
only as many as could be served 
to enter at a time. As men were 
admitted into the lobby, they would 
select a prostitute (113 on duty 
that day, according to one of the 
Japanese attendants), pay the ten 
yen to the Japanese operator, and 
then go with the girl to her room. 
We inspected several of these 
rooms and found them reasonably 
clean. 


Young Men Influenced 


When the men returned they 
were registered and administered 
prophylaxis by Navy corpsmen. 
Although approximately twenty 
men could be treated at a time, 
there was a line waiting. True, 
many of the men were the type 
one might expect to patronize such 
a place, but the bulk of the cus- 
tomers were younger men. The 
open accessibility of prostitutes in 
this place has been a factor con- 
tributing to the first sex experi- 
ence of some of my men. 

The prostitutes were dirty, high- 
ly painted, clothed in gaudy rayon 
pajamas, some of them with open 
sores on their faces and feet. Few 
of them looked intelligent, and 
their appeal could not compare 
with the lowest street walker in 
the States. 

Disease Rampant 

When one considers the rate 
of disease, that there are some 
forms of venereal disease in the 
Orient that do not respond to 
treatment, that some of the pros- 
titutes have been exposed to lep- 
rosy, that in the evenings these 
same girls are patronized by Jap- 
anese men, it is hard to see any 
intelligence behind the Navy’s pol- 
icy. Present plans call for the op- 
ening of other houses similar to 
the one just described. 

Summary 

On the basis of these facts, it is 
contended that: 

1. The Navy’s policy of unre- 
stricted sexual opportunities with 
diseased women is no solution for 
the problem of venereal control. 

2. American people would insist 
that the Navy immediately adopt 
a policy of rigid suppression in re- 
gard to prostitution. (In the light 
of Japanese culture, an order to 
Japanese civilian police making it 
illegal for Japanese women to co- 
habit with any American personnel 
would greatly increase the effect- 
iveness of such a measure here.) 

3. The Navy, which completely 
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(continued) 

ignored moral implications in the 
present situation, be charged to 
consider the moral aspects of pol- 
icies governing personnel. 

4. The people who loan their sons 
to the government demand moral 
protection or refuse to supply the 
personnel for our armed forces. 

5. Although many naval officers 
are gentlemen, others by example 
and advice have encouraged im- 
morality among our men. 

6. The Navy’s unlimited sale of 
beer, which has contributed to mor- 
al delinquency and numerous street 
incidents here, be discontinued. 
And that throughout the Navy, 
soft drinks be made just as avail- 
able as beer whenever beverages 
are provided by the Navy. 

7. An organization that has dem- 
onstrated such brilliant strategy 
in defeating the Japanese military, 
not permit our men to become the 
open victims of Japanese prosti- 
tutes in the final round. 

This report was signed by a 
United States Navy chaplain sta- 
tioned in Japan. 


Conditions Can Be Bettered 

In conclusion may we point out 
a few significant things about this 
report? First, when the Catholic 
Archbishop (now Cardinal) Spell- 
man was visiting the area, the 
Navy did clean things up, This 
gives the lie to the frequent claim 
that little can be done. 

Second, the Army and Navy in- 
structs chaplains that they must 
stand guard over the moral and 
spiritual interests of the men in 
their commands, and yet, as re- 
vealed in this report, the united 
pleas and recommendations of 
chaplains in the interests of the 
moral and spiritual lives of their 
men are frequently and brazenly 
ignored by those in authority. 

Third, it again comes to light in 
this report that a deliberate plot 
has been carried on throughout the 
war to promote and foster the 
drinking of alcoholic beverages to 
the exclusion of soft drinks, re- 
gardless of the individual prefer- 
ence of the enlisted men, We have 
received innumerable letters from 
service men saying that beer ar- 
rives when medicine, ammunition 
or food does not. When there has- 
n’t even been decent drinking wat- 
er, beer got through. Ships some- 
times couldn’t be found for bring- 
ing in reinforcements or taking 
out the wounded, but cargoes of 
beer were always at the docks. 
Exploitation and Betrayal 

We make no protest regarding 
those of mature taste who find 
pleasure in a glass of beer, but mil- 
lions of youngsters who have had 
no opportunity to form mature 
tastes are subjected to exploita- 
tion for profit by the alcoholic bev- 
erage trusts of this country. And 
when these interests carry out 
their program of exploitation with 
the obvious collusion of high mili- 
tary and political authorities, it 
becomes a shameless and treason- 
able betrayal of millions of Ameri- 
can parents who gave their sons 
to the country’s service. 
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X-Ray and Forecast (coninued) 


at a maximum of comfort for a minimum of rent, geared chiefly to 
the great mass of low income citizenry? The government has its 
doubts. 

But on one thing all can agree—this is doubtless our first large- 
scale step toward the inevitable modernized social-capitalistic state in 
which capitalism, to survive at all, must permit human need and public 
welfare to come before the old line sanctity of profits. If that middle 
road trend is now blocked, something far more extreme will come in 
its stead. 


PRETING. Labor has seriously weakened its cause by intolerant 

and violent abuses of the picket line during recent strikes. The 
American Civil Liberties Union, always a powerful friend of labor, 
recently issued a warning to labor leaders which said that the use of 
picket lines to intimidate and block the right of access to plants by 
white collar workers, plant maintenance crews and others who were 
not members of a striking union, was a violation of the right to picket. 
As we pointed out in a recent issue, a small group of extremists on 
both sides is responsible for most of our costly labor troubles. 


PRANnces SUPPORTERS. With political pressure coming from all 

directions to overthrow Franco, what keeps him standing? First, 
the Vatican has a large investment in Franco’s regime; second, as the 
Vatican now tries quietly to extricate its support, the military clique 
which Franco has set up and upon which he lavishes his country’s 
meager resources continues to sustain him. 

There are ten times as many generals and admirals in Spain as 
her armed forces require. Also, the expenditures of the military 
budget have increased nearly ten times since 1940, although scarcely 
any new equipment has been purchased. Lavish sums are spent on 
the national police. It is a military-ecclesiastical dictatorship very 
similar to the pattern Peron has been setting up in Argentina. And, 
just as in the Argentine, anyone who opposes the dictator is labelled 
a “red” regardless of politics or religion. 

It must be remembered that Pope Pius XII, as late as last No- 
vember, bestowed a blessing on Franco. In an Associated Press story 
from Rome on November 19, it was reported from the Vatican that 
the Pope “in a radio address to the Spanish people yesterday extended 
his blessing to General Franco and praised him for his religious zeal.” 

Along that line we also recall that Pope Pius XI hailed Musso- 
lini as “a man sent from heaven.” The late Cardinal Hinsley of 
England openly stated that “if fascism goes under, God’s cause goes 
with it.” We mention these revealing statements so that it may be 
seen how religious issues still underlie many political controversies,— 
in spite of the silence of the press on anything pertaining to the 
Vatican’s part in these conflicts. 


OAN. In London the fate of the American-British loan is being 
spoken of openly as a test of how far America will go in the 
post-war world to maintain a common line of defense with the British 
Empire against Russian pressure. Also some important Congressional 
leaders in Washington are charging that the loan is a deliberate 
effort to tie America to the British Empire so that this country will 
be forced to take the British side of any controversy regardless of the 
merits involved. 

Little concerning these hot arguments reach the public. It is 
pointed out that a loan of two billion could be made to both Britain 
and Russia, with Britain able to borrow any needed remainder from 
the new international Export-Import Bank. But large financial groups 
operating jointly in Wall Street and London are exerting pressure on 
our State Department and Treasury to prevent this plan from getting 
a hearing and are funneling all pressure and support to the other plan 
that will tie us to Britain and block us away from any comparable 
tie to Russia. 

Further substantiation of this can be found in the fact that the 
British offer no guarantee of payment, refuse to entertain the idea of 
payment by raw materials which the Empire possesses, although 
Russia stands ready to make regular payments in gold, silver, timber, 
oil or whatever we can use to advantage. 

These significant background issues are also kept pretty much 
from public attention to aid the prevailing propaganda line of build- 
ing hatred for Russia. 





Conscription 


(continued) 

Testifying before the military 
affairs committee of the House of 
Representatives, this West Point 
trained Army man declared that 
the whole military system is un- 
democratic, tending to create in- 
surmountable barriers between the 
officer aristocracy and the enlisted 
men. The Army caste system, he 
said, “teaches blind obedience to 
an aristocratic ruling class.” 

“It is undemocratic and un- 
American,” and would indoctrinate 
18-year-old-boys with the “‘totali- 
tarian viewpoints prevalent in the 
Army.” 

Holdridge also refuted the argu- 
ment that military training will 
improve the nation’s youth. “The 
Army is not, cannot be, a benign 
socially-conscious institution act- 
ing as godfather to our youth,” he 
said. “This is no youth movement. 
Our youth can learn to clean their 
teeth, do third grade arithmetic, 
or learn the meaning of true dis- 
cipline, in our homes and in our 
schools. We do not need to turn 
the Army into a reformatory for 
the standardization of military dis- 
cipline.” 


Russia and China 


Secret negotiations have been 
going on between China and Rus- 
sia, It is accepted in diplo- 
matic circles in Washington that 
any announcements emanating 
from either Moscow or Chungking 
are a nominal cover-up for im- 
portant long-range agreements 
which will affect the all-important 
matter of China’s relationship to 
Britain, America and the Dutch 
and French empire interests in 
contrast to China’s relations with 
Russia. 

It is also generally accepted that 
these Sino-Russian agreements 
would offer a severe jolt to im- 
portant diplomats who desire to 
keep China weak so that Oriental 
peoples might not get troublesome 
ideas about the white ownership 
of Asia’s oil, tin, rubber and other 
resources. 


Chemical Trust 


An idea of what is behind the 
program to strip Germany of her 
industries can be found in a report 
published in New York financial 
pages. The report reveals that a 
marketing company has_ been 
formed by leading British manu- 
facturing chemists to sell their 
products in 16 European countries 
formerly supplied mainly by Ger- 
man companies, The new British 
chemical trust becomes a new Eu- 
ropean and British chemica] mo- 
nopoly to replace the former Ger- 
man monopoly, 


The Navy and VD 


(continued) 

It is this sort of thing which 
has wrecked the military’s plan 
for universal conscription. How 
would the thousands of parents who 
read this feel about turning over 
for a year their 18-year-old boys 
to the crowd of gold braid and 
brass hats spoken of in the chap- 
lain’s report quoted above? 
































